
THE HASTER'5 PIECEo
--~-~---~~-~-~-----

~ olden time it was no easy matter for a man to become a Freemason•
. : to win the right by hard work technical skill, and personal wor~.
r' '. r .'~ snow, he had to prove himself a free-lran of lavTful age and legiJGi
. :"~":.=,t _ of SOUIldbody and good repute7 to be eligible at all. Also7>3 .'." . ·~o ind himself to' serve under rigld rU.1es for seven years, hi~
.':'~:'V~."::0be:.';-..gat once a test of his c ~ra.cter and a training for hie "'1orko
-;;.' >:; : "':'ovca. incompetent or unworthy e was sent a\-lay.

r::.''') r:"1!~s by vlnicl!.an Apprentice pledged himself to live, as we find the
':l '::::~'3 Old C~rfes, were very stricto He had first to coIifess his fait::.1.
i~ GO~? 70wlllg to honour the Chure 7 the State, and the Mastor under whom
~c served, agreeing not to absent h~mselt from the service of t~e Ordorl
::;::::V' ••"it:., t. e liconse of th.e Ma8tcr. He must be onest and uprig::'..t~faiG~."\••
f:'.'.=- -:"} oop~ng t e secrets of t e Craft and the confidence of ';.8 fellmJ;jo
:-" 1n1Dt be obedient to the Master without argument orI:!.~urmuring, rcsnect
:~'": '.:0 <:'.!_1 Fre'emaso s, avoiding uncivil speec free from slander and·
',' -:-'" •••.• r< ~".lC was the sevGr"".~rtlleunder which t e Apprentice learned t~o
r'h~·~' . ;JC~1"rJt3 of the Crafto

;'.'~ .. :::c~\?c::: years of study and discipline, either in the Lodge or at t e
j . , "".~_ /, ] [;-:;r:bly, where AvTardswere usually znade • e presented i:s
!. =: :;',"'::'?I:E;~u - some bit of stone or metal carefUllY carved, for t'le
:~:'. . ,·'t;:l.on of t e Master; saying, "Behold my cxperiencetl - by w ich e
r:::o::-. ~>e BUI:1 of hi:3 experi~ent ..•o As an Apprentice e had spoiled t.:a.llY a
bit 0:- ~tono; e n.ad dulled the edge of' ~.any a tOOl; e had spent laboriouo
;....ig:l L; ':\'ld days, and the whole was in tha t tiny bit of work. His MA.STERPIECl
l-J'::~ car' ..'.'l:.lly examined by the Mastors assembled; and if 1t waS approved \
>::- \',ras .•....:....de a Master Maso , entitled to take his kit of tools and go out
:::' a ""):::-cr m, a Master and Fello".; of his Craft - not however until he had
~81~ct':a 1ark by which his work could be identified, and remewed his
y.:--: :':;0 t_~- Ordero

J~'"'.;-O:-'.ry''!as not invented; it grew. Today it UlUfolds its wise and good and '
'::''''t'.~.1···;:·''::'l;.1 trut in. tree noble and impressive degrees, and no man can take
.':~ .. to :leart and not be ennobled and enrich.ed by t el.r dignity and beautyo
T: J f.i~~t lays emp sis upon that ffudamental rig teous ass wit qut Wic~
c. ~:i. :~.:;r.')·c a man, but a madly of warring passions •• tha.t puriftca tion of
_""-02:::.; .' ~·.C'l is t e basis alike of life and religiono T e seco ld degree
lay,. .'. .:;zs upon the culture of the miI.d, the training of its facul ties
in t>, ~~est of knowledge, without which man remains a child. The Third
~ee~s to i::..itiate us, symbolically, into th.e eternal life, l:)aki.~gU:J

"-victors over deat .. before it arriveso The First is the Degree' of Youth,

the Seco~d the Degree of Manhoodt the Third t e consolation and conquestof Old f,ge, \>ILen the evening shad.OWSfall and the Eternal Wor'ld and its
unknOHhadventure draw neaTo

What t~::en, for each of us today, is I1eant by the MASTER'SPIECE? Is it·
simply a quaint custom handed dov.~fro~ our ancient bret ren, in whic~ we ~lear:.l >.0\ .••.an Apprentice was made a Master of his Craft ? It l.S t 13.t indeed,
but :-.1UCh. moreo Unless we have eyes to see a double meaning _'::'2 every
w2ero in y~so ry, a moral appllcatio and a spiritual suggestio:l, we see
littlo or l".Oting. But if "'le lave eyes to see , it is always a parable,
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~ ~11eGo~J,a syobol; and t e Master's Piece of olde times becomes an
o~lblc 0 t la t pon w ic every tlal1 1s working all t .•e time and everyl'1ere,
uhet~ er he in a'l,'lareof it or ot; is character, his personality, by wllic.!.1he 1ill be tested and tried at t e lasto C aracter, as the word 'eans
is sO..1ctJ.ingcarved, something wrout out of t e ra'VTstuff a~1dhard ma-terial
of I 6.All le do, all we think, goes into,t e naking of it.

,

No o~e of us s strong e~ough not to need the companions i of good men,
an t:1e consecration of great idealso Rere lies per tapS the deepest eaning

and -alue of Hasonry. It is a fellows~.,ip of men seeking goodnessi and toyield ourselves to its iI'...fluelilce, to be drawn "into its spirit and quest,
is to be made better than ourselves. '

MASTER'S

Amid su::~ i lfluences each of us is maki this •.E:D:'?dPIECE. God is all the
time refi ..1ngt polishing, with strokes n~~ tender, now tarI' ble. That isthe Dea~j~g or pain, sorrow, deat~o It is the chisel of the {aster cutting
t~~ero~~ghsto eeRo,"T rd the mallet strikes 1 But the stone beco::.os a
pillar, and arc ,. perhaps an al tar emblem. ~ e masterpiece of life, at
once tl1e b st service to man and the fairest offering to God, is a pure"
faith~ul, heroi~, beautiful Charactere
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r_;'P'" ~-:;!\J :-_.. ----
You are now to quit t~is sacred retreat of friendship and

virtue, to TI"ixa aiT). ,-ith the ':Tor1do AmoIist its concerr..s anc', '2 T'"To:Tcnt:

forget not L1C duties you have heard so frequentJy incuJ_ca t~d ann.

forcibly recon~ended in this Lodge. Be diligent,'pr ~ent, temperate,

dir:ereeto ner!lemOerthat arounr1 tris o.ltar you P..aV91 remised t'J 1:'e!':r·:i.enc1

(,nr; re"1leve every brother who sha'1 need your (lssistanco" :lcI!"orrbel'

~1,c: ~ you h::lve promised to reMind him, i:.1 tho most tendoI' m::l'·;:jr~:•.', of

o.nd a id his reforrn&tion; to vindico. te his cha l'e.c:tc:, "''''8r.

'!jV"'Yf""y traduced: suggest, in his beho.1f, ~-::;remost candid o.:::v"

::~ "01..11''::'' 'e circu .stances" Is he justly reprehended? Let tr..e 'I.-1Or1d
~.O-:l

0: ~'C::>VC1::'3S0nslove one another"
The,:e generous princip}es are to extend further. Ercry hUrr'an

." ", .... ;...~,sac" t. im upon your ..r.:inc1offices" Do good unto a1.J 0 :1ecoI::..':lend

it ~0r(; e.:;)ocia','y to the h01sohold of the faithful"

By d~'i6Gnce LT).t~c Cuties of your respective co."T1ings; by

'i~e~a' benevolence and diffusive charity; by constancy cnd fide .ity

:!...:l :'ou::: frjendships, discover the benefi la1 and hDPPYeffects of this I

~.•'~·';.'_:n~ and honourable institution" Let it not be suppoGed t!"..at you
, ' "

::~ \'C h"rc J,,-,boured in vain, and spent your .."Strength for nau::;',·,; ::('1'

yot.:!' '1.-10k is \-lith the Lor and your recorr..penGe'I..,rith your Gor'

Fipo.1~y, brethren, be ye a'l of one TIind; 1ive in P0~C~, o.n

r'iay the God of love and peace deliGht to d"'>tTe:l 'Hith and b'es::3 :/·)t. [
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A Clarge to the I~1itiutelt of 1735.

,

r
·1

You or'a nOiJ ad;..ittcd, by the UIlDninous Conncnt of our Lodge, : '",11011

01' OUI' most Antiant and Honourable Society; Antient, as ha.v:mg sutsistoclfron ti.r.:es irJrnemol'ial, and Honourable7. as tonding ill every Purticulnr to
re_der a .~ so, tlmt will be but co ornable to its glorious Precepts.

Th C 'eatest MOl'lLlrchs in all Ages, .s well or Asia and Afrio as ofEuropo, have been encouragers of the Royal Art; and many of them have
pro~idod as Grand Musters over tho lIDoons in their rospective Territories,
not thinl ine it ~1 lessening to their Imp rial Dignities to 1 vel thGt~
s·lves with their rcthron in Hasonry, nd to act as they did.

The \'iorld's great Architect is our SupreL'e 11aster, and the unerring·' Rule
he has givel us is that by which we ~ork. Religious Disputes are novar

suffered 1n tho Lodge; for as Husons wo only pursue the Universal Religionor the eligion of ~atur • This is the Cement which unites cen Qf the
cost different Principles in one sacred b~nd, and brings togother those
which were the most distant f om one another.

There are three general HenGs of Duty which Masons ought always to incul
cate, narr.ely, to God, our Neighbours, and Ourselves. To God, ~ nevor
nant:.i.oining His r ar::e but with that R vercmtial Awe which Docones a Creatur
to boar to his Creatol', and to look upon him alwnys as the SUMNti11 DONlJ}t
mch 0 C3me into the orld to enjoy, and a.ocording to that view to
re~ul~ te all our Pursuits. .

To our neighbours, in acting upon the Square, or doing as wo would be done

y. To Ourselvos, in a.void- 19 ull Intet~erunces and Excesses, whereby weJ b re d rod ~cQpQble of following our Ifork, or lad into Behaviour
unbocoming our laudable Profession, and in almys keeping witl~ due
bounds, und free trom all Pollution.

In the Stato a Y~son is to behave as a peaceable and dutiful Subjeot, oon
forming choarfully to the Govornt)ont under which he lives. Ho is to puy

d'o deference to his Superiors, and from his Inferiors ho is ~athcr toreceivo Honour vi th sorr.o reluctance, than to extort it. He is to be a
!an of Boncvolerco and Charity, not sitting dlnID contented while his

FelIov Croa'l.uros, but nuch ..01'0 hin Lrothron, are in \'lant, hon it is in
his pO~Jer \.Iithout prejudici.ng hit.1S0lf or It'o.rnlly) to relieve thom.

In .~~_Lo',o.. in to behave pith 11 cue decorum, lest the Beauty and Hi.:. C
..eny t.hereof 08hould be disturbed or broke. He is to be obedient to the
v:. s t.er (:h d prcsidine Officers, nd to apply mr1Self closely to tho Bus' '1~oS
of I.cG0nr , t' ..•t he f;i~Y SOC 101" .:JOCO!.":10a Pro iCiont therein, both or hi~;
0',.'11 M~ ". crodit, and for that of the Lodgo. Ho is not to negleot his Cl'ilJ!

11 CI.,;DC 1''1 VOc· "CJ.onJ 1'0' the salm o·!nso lry, nor to involve hin.solf in

QI.l,;;u: cIa \r'th hoso •.!hO thl·ough I nbranao may sp ak ovil othor ridicule 1tQlie is to ba Lover of the Arts and S ioncos, and to take a oPPol"tunitios
of i~pro ing himself theroin. If he reco~Londsa Friend to be reado a

l:R~H1J. ho r.' at vouch him to be suo as he really believ swill confdlrm to. I1W~<.tid dutie •.., lost by his Nisconduot at any time the LodgeshoUld pass
uncial· son evil Irnputo.tions. Nothing can prove mora shocking to a.ll f'ai•..n-
ul l1asons ti'...anto see any of their Brethrfa!.4 prof ne or break through tho

Sacred Rules of thoir Order,and such a.s can do it they wish had n~vcr b~Jon.,admitted. --. . -- -_. .. .
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